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In July 2005, we wrote to all ALS Ambulance Services to advise you of then-new legislation enacted here in Suffolk County by the Suffolk County Legislature and County Executive Steve Levy,  approving Resolution 162-2005, that transfers and releases ownership of cardiac monitor/defibrillators supplied to you by the Division of EMS so that you may use them for their trade-in value in upgrading equipment used in your ambulances and first response vehicles. 
As we are six (6) months away from mandatory compliance with NY State Emergency Medical Advisory Committee (SEMAC) and Regional Emergency Medical Advisory Committee (REMAC) requirements for End Tidal CO2 Waveform Capnography on all intubated patients, and as the NY State Department of Health progresses quickly with “ST Elevation Acute Myocardial Infarction (STEMI) Center” designations, we wanted to remind you of this legislation and the transfer of ownership process and encourage ambulance service leaders to take advantage of this opportunity to either upgrade existing equipment to include additional patient monitoring features, or to use the equipment for its trade-in value towards a new unit with additional patient monitoring features, such as 12-lead electrocardiography, waveform capnography, non-invasive blood pressure and biphasic waveform technology.  
As a reminder, this is only one (1) option available to you to assist in compliance with the SEMAC/REMAC ETCO2 waveform capnography requirement. ALS ambulance services may fulfill the requirement by obtaining smaller single-feature hand-held ETCO2 waveform devices as stand-alone devices to your current cardiac monitors, at considerably less cost. 

If you would like to take advantage of using county-issued equipment for its trade-in value, this transfer of ownership is not automatic, and the process must be initiated by ambulances voluntarily seeking to do so.  All that is necessary is a short letter on your agency letterhead, addressed to Mr. Karl Klug at the address below, indicating your desire to assume ownership of the monitor/defibrillator to either upgrade,  or for its trade-in value. Once we confirm receipt of your letter, and verify serial number(s) and county inventory tag number(s) with you, we will initiate our required Inventory Control procedures, on your behalf.  If you choose to participate in this upgrade process, we will turn over ownership of our equipment to you, and you will assume the costs associated with the purchase of a new monitor/defibrillator and its subsequent routine servicing and repairs, and you then own your new machine(s) outright.

Please feel free to call Mr. Karl Klug (853-8309) or email him at karl.klug@suffolkcountyny.gov if you have any questions or require any additional information.  

cc :     L. Mermelstein, MD, MPH
           K. Klug

           T. Lateulere
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