REMSCO RECAP

March 11, 2008 Meeting
The REMSCO Recap is designed to be a brief summary of the REMSCO meeting to be used by members and others to communicate REMSCO activities to their respective constituencies.  It is important to note that this is an informal document that has not been reviewed and approved by REMSCO.
· Chair Ed Stapleton reported on the informational sessions, he, Vice-Chair Boyd, Secretary/Treasurer Cassara and Dr. Vic Tarsia had presented before the Public Safety Committee of the Suffolk Legislature and the Suffolk County Town Supervisors’ Association to explain the role of REMSCO and to introduce everyone to the importance of 12-lead cardiac monitoring.  The sessions were very well received and provided good opportunities for follow-up communication with those attending. The presentation and discussion that followed lasted for about one hour and there was enthusiastic interest on the part of all of the Legislators.  The questions that the Legislators asked after the presentation were both informed and insightful and included the following issues:


· Stroke and Trauma Center designation

· 12 Lead ECG

· Designation of ST Elevation MI (STEMI) Centers

· The status of the Police Department Ambulance

· The status of the Electronic PCR

· The composition of REMSCO

· Use of the Suffolk County Helicopter

· Response times in rural parts of the county


· Treasurer and Budget Committee Chair Guy Cassara reported a balance of $34,563.60 in the REMSCO account.

· Presentation was made by Sean Owenberg, Chairman of the Firefighters’ Cancer Support Network, explaining the work done by this organization to assist all emergency service workers and their families in coping with cancer.  It was agreed that REMSCO would put a link to this organization on its webpage.

· Dr. Mermelstein presented the EMS Division Staff Report mentioning among other matters:  Preparations for the new ALS protocol update; awaiting a final signing by the County of the Contract with Zoll Data Systems for electronic PCRs; delivery and training relative to the new Atropen auto-injectors; and continuing efforts to establish PODs for first responders and their families. 

· Response Committee Chair Tom Cronouge presented a cover letter and questionnaire designed for all EMS providers in the County to assess their satisfaction levels with the EMS system and to elicit suggestions for improvement.  The questionnaire will appear in Fire News and on the REMSCO website.   

· REMAC Committee representative Dr. Carl Goodman spoke of their resolution requiring wave form capnography on all intubated patients in Suffolk County effective February, 2009.  Discussion followed as to how this mandate could be met either through additions to existing 12 lead monitors, the purchase of new monitors or the use of stand alone capnography devices.

· Public Information Committee Chair Ellen Komosinski reminded everyone that EMS week begins May 18 and that she was looking for new suggestions as to highlight this event.

· Legislative Committee Chair Jane McCormack presented the first reading on a proposed REMSCO By-Law change designed to clarify members’ attendance requirements.  A vote will be held on this amendment at our next meeting following its required second reading.  Chair McCormack presented a proposed Code of Ethics for review by the membership and discussion at the next meeting.  Ms. McCormack also presented a spread sheet explaining the status of pending EMS related legislation in NYS and an suggestion page for “dos and don’ts” relative to communications with legislators and other elected officials.

· Nominating Committee Chair Helen Rosenblum addressed several issues occasioned by continuing representative absences as follows:

1)  Status of Hauppauge Industrial Association as a continuing member.

It was resolved that HIA be dropped as a member and that their place be taken by Suffolk County Community College which is now an unrepresented EMS course sponsor 
will be the SCCA representative to REMSCO.  Matt Zukosky will serve as the member.

2)
Status of FRES Commission as a continuing member.  It was resolved that Anthony LaFerra is seated as the new FRES representative to REMSCO.

      
      3)   Status of American Heart Association as a continuing member.  Chair                                          

      Rosenblum will speak with the present representative and a decision will be made                        

      at our next meeting.

· Communications Committee Chair Tom Lateulere spoke of the continuing improvements to the REMSCO website and sought REMSCO’s assistance in providing the 800+ ALS providers in the County with individual copies of the updated ALS protocol manual.  It was resolved that REMSCO would spend up to $10,000.00 to fund this project.

· Chair Stapleton reviewed the details of a proposed REMSCO plan for evaluation of a possible move of Suffolk EMS from the Health Department to FRES.  As this plan had previously been distributed to all REMSCO representatives via email, it was resolved to move ahead with the evaluation plan as proposed.

Next meeting of REMSCO will be held at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, May 13th, at the EMS Conference Room in Hauppauge.  All are welcome.  

