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RE:

LATEST NY STATE DOH POLICY STATEMENT

Enclosed, please find a copy of the recently released NY State Policy Statement 08-04, Passenger Restraint Devices in Emergency Response Vehicles.  This is a new policy that addresses emergency responder safety. Please update your operations manual and ensure widespread distribution of this information to your membership.

The NY State EMS Council has taken an active role in developing and promoting a “Culture of Safety” across all aspects of emergency medical response. At last years Vital Signs Conference, a safety survey was distributed, and there were 468 respondents to that survey. 75% of the respondents indicated that they did wear seat belts while in the cab of an ambulance. On the surface, that seems good, right? Well, if this were a test, 75 percent would be a “C.” Shouldn’t we be striving for an “A”? Alarmingly, only 10% of the respondents indicated that they wore seat belts in the back of the ambulance.
The Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA), the National Institute for Occupational Safety & Health (NIOSH) and the NY State DOH provide ample documentation to show that the leading cause of EMS provider injury and death is a direct result of not being restrained in the back of an ambulance. 

Don’t wear your seat belts because the policy statement say you are supposed to. Do wear your seat belts because the safety equipment is readily available and you have the opportunity to do something so seemingly simple to significantly reduce your risk. Don’t become a statistic. Better yet, do become a seat belt advocate and promote change in behavior by taking the seat belt pledge, borrowed from the International Association of Fire Chiefs after the death of an emergency responder in Texas:
I pledge to wear my seatbelt whenever I am riding in an ambulance or EMS vehicle unless I am providing medically necessary treatments that cannot be avoided. I further pledge to ensure that all of my crewmates, the patient, and equipment, are  properly restrained. I will not operate an ambulance or EMS vehicle if  all on board are not restrained. I am making this pledge willingly to honor those who have been injured or killed in the line of duty and because wearing seatbelts is the right thing to do. 
Enc.
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