
MEETING SUMMARY  
January 8, 2008 

                                              SCEMS Offices 
Hauppauge, New York  11788 

 
NOTE: This summary is a draft summary until formally approved by the 

REMSCO at the March 2008 meeting. 
 

Present:  See attached attendance list.  
·  Chairman Stapleton asked Mr. Delagi to say a few words on behalf of the Council in 

regards to appreciation of Mr. Guy Cassara, past Chairman of the Council. Mr. 
Stapleton presented Mr. Cassara with a plaque of appreciation. 

·  Chairman Stapleton welcomed all those present and asked that everyone introduce 
themselves for the benefit of the guests and council members. 

·  Chairman Stapleton asked for a motion to accept the meeting summary from the 
November 2007 Council meeting. Motion was passed to accept the meeting 
summary.  

·  Chairman Stapleton stated that the correspondence has been distributed and asked for 
comments and questions pertaining to the distributed document. 

 
Correspondence – M. Matuza 
 
Incoming date; from whom; subject 
 
11/15/2007:  Bindseil Associates; Bill for liability insurance for 2008. 
11/19/2007:  NYS-DOH : letter of Enforcement Notification regarding Kerry Meisner residing in Albion, 
NY. 
11/21/2007:  NYS-DOH : letter of Enforcement Notification regarding James Peet I residing in Mexico, 
NY. 
11/21/2007:  NYS-DOH : letter of Enforcement Notification regarding Michael Hollander residing in Newe 
York, NY. 
11/21/2007:  NYS-DOH : letter of Enforcement Notification regarding Betania Javier residing in Albion, 
NY. 
11/21/2007:  NYS-DOH ; reimbursement check 
11/23/2007:  NYS-DOH : letter of Enforcement Notification regarding Dennis Perusko residing in 
Brooklyn, NY. 
11/26/2007:   Islip Town Ambulance Chief’s Assoc. ; letter requesting a seat on the council. 
11/26/2007:   R. Delagi, SCEMS ; cc on letter to M. Geiger, NYS EMS regarding webcasting of meetings. 
11/27/2007:  Southampton Town Medical Advisory Committee ; letter notifying council of switching of 
alternate and member to the council. 
11/28/2007:   Minuteman Press ; bill for envelopes and new council letterhead. 
12/01/2007:   USCG Aux. ; notification of the USCG starting a volunteer band and request for council to 
disseminate the canvass letter. 
12/04/2007:   J. Williams, Commissioner FRES; letter notifying council of Public Hearings dates and 
locations in regards to FRES/EMS Merger. 
12/05/2007:  Legislator J. Eddington ; letter requesting that the SC Legislature membership continue on the 
Council. 
12/05/2007:   Chase Bank; statement for November 2007. 
12/11/2007:    Duffy & Posillico; bill for bonding of council officers for 2008. 
12/13/2007:    J. Williams, Commissioner FRES; letter notifying council of additional Public Hearings 
dates and locations in regards to FRES/EMS Merger. 
12/13/2007:     NY SEMAC: minutes from September 2007 meeting. 
12/21/2007:   NYS-DOH : letter of Enforcement Notification regarding Donald McCarn residing in 
Cameron, NY. 
12/27/2007:    All American Awards; bill for exiting council chairman. 
12/31/2007:    Legislator J. Eddington ; letter appointing Chief of Staff Robert Colarco as Legislature 
representative to the Council. 
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Outgoing  date; to whom; subject 
 
11/23/2007: S. Sonder, NYS-EMS ; Transmittal of Notice of intent to provide PAD for Belvedere Property 
Management, Southampton. 
11/27/2007: S. Sonder, NYS-EMS ; Transmittal of Notice of intent to provide PAD for North Shore Beach 
Property Owners Assoc., Rocky Point. 
11/28/2007: G. Lolis, Deputy County Atty., Suffolk Cty.; letter of clarification regarding the Response 
Protocol as requested. 
11/28/2007: V. Bologna, FRES Commission, Legislator Eddington, Mr. N. Reilly, Mr. H. Kipnes, Ms. D. 
Barrett; notification that the Council accepts theyre resignations as dictated in Council bylaws for failure to 
meet attendance requirements. 

 
END OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 
Officer’s Reports 
 
Chairperson- E. Stapleton 
 

·  Chairman Stapleton announced that at the Executive Committee meeting there were 
several changes of the committee chairpersons which will be announced later during the 
meeting. The main topic of discussion was the FRES/EMS merger. Mr. Stapleton and 
Mr. Cassara met with FRES Commissioner J. Williams prior to the Executive Committee 
meeting and were informed that over the next couple of months, there will be four public 
forums held on the issue. There was one held this past Sunday in North Babylon which 
was attended by seven Council members. The first public forum turned into a question 
and answer session, which wasn’t planned, but did get the point across which will set a 
platform for future meetings. Mr. Stapleton added that he was impressed with the 
attendance of the Council members and looks forward to the same at future forums. 

·  Commissioner Williams asked an interesting question to the Council, will the Council be 
voting on the move in March of 2008? Mr. Stapleton answered that we will not be voting 
on the move that soon, since it would be too premature to digest all the data. 

·  Mr. Stapleton will be addressing the evaluation of the process and the review of the data 
pertaining to the merger under new business. 

·  Ms. Rosenblum asked if and when we do vote on the merger, will FRES also need to vote 
on it. Mr. Stapleton stated that he wasn’t sure if there would be a vote from FRES but 
speculated that County Legislature would also have to vote on the issue. 

·  Mr. Delagi explained further, FRES does not get a vote but the Council needs to vote on 
the merger since REMSCO identifies the EMS Division as the Program Agency, which 
does generate revenue in the County. The County Executive has said recently that the 
move would not take place if the County will stand to lose one cent from the merger. If 
the issue was to reach an negative impact on the Council, the Council has the right to 
identify another agency as the Program Agency as dictated in PHL Article 30.  

·  Additionally, Mr. Stapleton has asked Ms. McCormack to investigate the ethical aspect 
of using outside vendors and agencies as sponsors for the proposed seminars and events 
we plan on conducting during 2008. Ms. McCormack was also asked to create a Code of 
Ethics for the Council. Ms. McCormack stated that she will need help from the Council 
members and welcomed any suggestions. Ms. McCormack stated that she has received a 
copy of the NYS DOH code of ethics from Mr. Wronski, which will help the committee 
set our ethics codes regionally specific. Ms. McCormack advised that the correspondence 
will most likely be conducted via e-mail to lessen the burden of the committee in 
preparing the ethics code. Mr. Stapleton asked Ms. McCormack to discuss her plans on 
the By-laws and her procedure for upcoming changes. 
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Officer’s Reports  continued 
 
Chairperson- E. Stapleton 
 
 

·  Ms. McCormack spoke in regards to the by-laws and stated that the Council is part of the 
NYS-DOH and subject to Public Health Laws and statutes. The following by-laws issues 
were presented and remarked on: 

 
ARTICLE III  

 
MEMBERSHIP  

 

Section 1. (a) The Regional Council shall be comprised of at least fifteen (15) but not 
more than thirty (30) members. Not less than one third of the membership 
shall be representatives of ambulance services. The members and their 
alternates will be drawn from residents of the region and shall be 
representative of any existing County emergency medical care 
committees, Physicians, emergency nurses, hospitals, health planning 
agencies, fire department emergency and rescue squads, public health 
officers, and the general public. 

 
Ms. McCormack stated that the Council according to the website is at its maximum for 
membership and this should be considered when receiving canvasses for membership. 
 
Also stated above, each member must be a resident of the Region, which isn’t clearly defined 
as to what the region is. 
 
One third of the membership must represent ambulance services and one third of the 
membership must be present to constitute a quorum. 
 

Section 4. (a) Any member of the Council, or in their absence their alternates, who, 
without justification acceptable to the Council, has missed more than half 
the regular meetings in any twelve (12) month period, or has missed more 
than three (3) consecutive meetings, will be deemed to have resigned from 
the Council. Such a resignation shall be acted upon at the Council’s 
discretion.  

     (b) Regular members must attend at least two regular meetings during the 
calendar year. Attendance by alternates shall constitute acceptable 
representation for all other meetings. 

 
Ms. McCormack stressed that if you cannot attend a meeting and your alternate is 
unavailable, that you should contact the Recording Secretary advising Him/Her of your 
anticipated absence. 
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Officer’s Reports  continued 
 
Chairperson- E. Stapleton 

 

Section 8. A constituency organization or official, which originally nominated an 
individual for membership on the Council, may request termination of that 
member’s membership. Such a request may only be effective on 
December 31st, of any given year. Any such request must be received by 
the Council Chairperson no later than October 1st, to be effective the 
following December 31st. 

 
What the above section refers to is that a member representing a constituency should be 
communicating meeting information or data from the Council meetings to their respective 
constituency to keep the information distributed as widely needed. Failure to do so could 
result in a lack of dissemination of important or critical information thus causing a 
constituency to evaluate the performance of their representative. 
 
In addition, there are eight standing committees in the Council, one of which is the REMAC. 
Appointments to committees is at the discretion of the Chair and it is recommended that you 
sit on at least one committee and not more than three. A non council member can be a voting 
member of a committee of the council with the approval of the chairperson. 
 
·  Mr. Stapleton thanked Ms. McCormack for her concise report. 
·  Mr. Stapleton asked Mr. Blower to describe the function of the Council as written in 

NYS PHL Article 30. 
·  Mr. Blower explained that NYS PHL Article 30 established the NYS EMS Council and 

also provided for the establishment of Regional Councils in different regions of the state. 
Originally, the Suffolk and Nassau region were identified as one region thusly one 
council. Eventually, Nassau and Suffolk split to become separate regions. Mr. Blower 
then recited a few excerpts from Article 30 in which describes the powers of the Regional 
Council which are listed below. 

Section 3003. Regional Emergency Medical Services C ouncils. 
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Officer’s Reports  continued 
 
Chairperson- E. Stapleton 
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Officer’s Reports  continued 
 
Chairperson- E. Stapleton 
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Officer’s Reports  continued 
 
Chairperson- E. Stapleton 
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Vice-Chairperson- E. Boyd 
 

·  Mr. Boyd suggested that all the Council members should attempt to attend at least one of 
the public forums being conducted by Commissioner Williams of FRES. These forums 
are being conducted throughout the county over the next couple of months. Also, the 
constituencies should be notified of the forums so that they are given an opportunity to 
attend. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – G. Cassara 
 

·  Mr. Cassara asked for any questions in regards to the distributed (attachment #1) report. 
·  Mr. Stapleton stated that under agreement with Mr. Cassara they have agreed to have the 

Treasurer Chair the Budget Committee. Mr. Cassara stated that the budget for 2008 will 
be looked at over the next couple of weeks and if there any requests from the Council, he 
will look to make the appropriate budgetary changes.  

 
Staff/Regional EMS System Report –  R. Delagi 
 

·  Mr. Delagi, on behalf of the EMS Division, congratulated and welcomed Mr. Stapleton 
and Mr. Boyd as Chair and co-chair of the Council. 

·  Mr. Delagi mentioned that the web broadcasting of the meetings is still a work in 
progress and that he had also discovered that the close captioning portion of the state’s 
webcast was not done with closed captioning. After investigating it further, we will not 
have to broadcast with closed captioning, saving significant dollars. 
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Staff/Regional EMS System Report –  R. Delagi  (continued) 
 
 

·  Mr. Blower asked if anyone questioned the omitting of the closed captioning since it a 
violation of federal regulation in regards to the Americans with Disabilities Act. Mr. 
Delagi stated that he wasn’t sure of the issue and Mr. Blower said he would investigate if 
the federal regulation was enacted in regards to web broadcasting..  

·  Mr. Delagi distributed the Staff  Report and asked for questions or comments. There were 
none. (attachment # 2). 

·  Mr. Delagi briefly mentioned the Islip Town Ambulance Chief’s Association and what 
they were doing to reduce response times and mutual aid calls in the Town of Islip. Mr. 
Delagi also introduced Mr. Jamie Atkinson, President of the Islip Town Chief’s 
Association, whom was in attendance and willing to answer any questions from the 
Council in regards to their newly enacted program. 

·  Mr. Stapleton asked if the main onus of the program in Islip was to construct a program 
of response without borders. Mr. Atkinson stated that the Association met with the Islip 
Town Ambulance hierarchy and drafted an MOU that since has become a SOP for each 
EMS Agency in Islip Town. In addition to the agreement of response without borders, the 
association established a tactical ambulance, manned by volunteers and paid staff from 
the Islip Town EMS Agencies to operate on a Monday – Friday basis to ease the burden 
of the call volume within the town. Mr. Atkinson stated that there were some problems 
with communications and response, but since, the problem has been addressed and is 
functioning well. The tactical ambulance program will run on a 60 day trial basis and at 
the end of the 60 days, the program will be evaluated and possibly will add a second 
ambulance to the program. 

·  Mr. Delagi added that the tactical ambulance response to a call if the host agency cannot 
confirm a crew within four minutes is directly modeled after the Council’s Response 
Protocol. 

·  Mr. Stapleton suggested that the model for this program in Islip Town be presented at the 
next best practices conference being coordinated by the Education Committee. Mr. 
Cassara also suggested that the model be placed on the website in a best practices section. 
Mr. Lateulere suggested that the Consortium send a copy of a press release which we will 
add to the Council’s website as soon as we get it. 

·  Mr. Stapleton added that the Suffolk County Division of EMS continues to do a large 
amount of good work and should be recognized positively for all there efforts. 

 
Response Committee – T. Cronogue 
 

·  Mr. Cronogue stated that the objectives for 2008 will be to change the outlook presented 
by the committee from a legislative/rule making entity to one that offers help and 
receives feedback and suggestions from those in the EMS Community. Mr. Cronogue 
prepared a questionnaire (attachment #3) that will be sent out soon and distributed to the 
Council for review and input. 

·  Mr. Stapleton stated that the Council has been short in the data collection aspect of the 
issues in the County and suggested that we take the initiative to collect the data out there 
and use it to our advantage for future projects. 

·  Mr. Delagi stated that the difficulty with obtaining dispatch and response data from the 
PSAP’s stems from the refusal of the PSAP’s to release the data. 

·  Mr. Cronogue stated that the surveys that were disseminated were being returned slowly, 
approximately 30 percent of the surveys have been returned. Mr. Matuza stated that 17 
additional agencies have submitted the surveys bringing the total to about 50 percent. 
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Response Committee – T. Cronogue  (continued) 
 
 

·  Dr. Goodman suggested that the report generated from the surveys be published on the 
website so all interested parties can view the results. Mr. Stapleton stated that the report 
should be reviewed by the Council first in case there needs to be any editing and or 
clarifications done to the document. 

·  Mr. Delagi noted that we have had several meetings with the PSAPs and Bruce Weinberg 
from FRES has been working with an individual from County IS and they together have 
generated a report for the calls that are dispatched by FRES. Although that is only about 
sixty percent of the total calls processed in Suffolk County, it is a fair representation of 
what goes on. 

·  Mr. Cronogue also reported that Fire News has agreed to publish the Response 
Committee survey. 

·  Dr. Goodman asked if the state has given notice that they expect to use enforcement in 
regards to the response protocol. Mr. Delagi stated that they are in support of the protocol 
but do not plan to use state power of enforcement in regards to enacting the protocol. In 
addition, it has been determined that the State Health Department has no jurisdiction over 
dispatch centers although they do have over ambulance agencies and suggest that priority 
dispatch is used. 

 
In response to a question, Mr. Delagi stated that the Bay Shore Ambulance Corps is a part of 
this newly created organization, and the issues with Islip FD appear to be resolving 
themselves. Mr. Cronogue added that since they BSBRA has been involved with the 
association, their response and ready for response issues have been improved. 

 
Dr. Goodman brought up the issue of agencies refusing to honor their mutual aid agreements 
with their on duty paid staff. A lengthy discussion ensued with many good moral points in 
concerning mutual aid and the availability of personnel when needed. One issue particularly 
stellar would be a public information campaign to inform the public of the issues regarding 
their area and their neighboring areas which they do frequently pass through. Everyone 
agreed that the issue is definitely a Response Committee issue. 
 

REMAC –Dr. Goodman  
  

·  Dr. Goodman summarized salient points on the January 2008 REMAC Report as 
distributed. (attachment # 4). 

·  Dr Tarsia commented that he agreed with Dr. Goodman in regards to the increase in 12-
lead usage but also stated that the recent receipt of the Life Net system at Medical 
Control has helped them in receiving more 12-lead transmissions thus allowing real time 
decisions to be made. Both Dr. Goodman and Dr. Tarsia agreed that the need for 12-lead 
prehospital intervention is key and that of the 12-lead MI field diagnosis have ended up 
with the patients being treated and transported to a CATH lab within appropriate time to 
make a difference in patient outcome. Dr. Tarsia suggested that the Council stress the fact 
that the 12-lead program be expanded to all corps and make it a county requirement. 
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Communications– T. Lateulere 
 

·  Mr. Lateulere stated that we do now have a sponsor’s page on the website, but we still 
haven’t received any feedback to date. The classified section was in the process of being 
remodeled and should be up and running in February 2008. we are currently looking to 
spotlight a good call or an issue bringing good publicity to the EMS world. Mr. Lateulere 
stated that maybe we should spotlight the Islip Ambulance Chief’s Assoc. progress in the 
Town of Islip and their newly adopted response program. The spotlight is not limited to 
just good practice but also good call outcomes and provider standouts. The spotlight 
section is open for submission from anywhere in the Suffolk EMS system. 

·  It was agreed by Mr. Stapleton and Mr. Lateulere that education based links can be added 
to the website since it is being used more often. Mr. Lateulere commented that very 
recently, there were 700 hits on the website in one day. 

 
PIO – E. Komosinski 
 

·  Ms. Komosinski is looking forward to the 2007 awards nominations which will start to 
be disseminated in April 2008. 

·  Mr. Stapleton commented that the awards ceremony traditionally has been poorly 
attended by Council members and that in future ceremonies, we should look into finding 
something to convince the Council members that this is a worthy event and should be 
attended by all. Mr. Cronogue commented that we historically get only a minimal 
amount of nominations for the REMSCO Awards and we should look to pick up the 
level of response. 

 
Disaster Planning & Coordination –  R. Delagi 
 

·  Mr. Delagi stated that the vision for this committee is to continue to be the link to the 
tremendous amount of work that goes on in the Emergency Management arena. Mr. 
Delagi requested, as his first order of business, that the Legislative Committee change the 
name of the committee to Disaster Planning. 

·  At the last Council meeting, I mentioned that the committee had an introductory meeting 
with the ESRD people in regards to population and inundation zones in regards to storms 
and emergency evacuations. Since then we have received some data as to the locations of 
the centers and the clients using their services and through meeting with FRES, have 
been able to plot the locations on GIS mapping to better serve us at the EOC during times 
of crisis. 

·  Mr. Delagi reported that the biggest agenda item we’ve had for the year has been the 
healthcare facilities evacuations program. The committee will be meeting on January 9, 
2008, and all those parties involved in the committee should have received their meeting 
notices. We are planning to discuss the healthcare facilities evacuation drill scheduled for 
this year to coincide with the hurricane season. 
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Education & Training – E. Stapleton for J. Gardiner 
 

·  Mr. Stapleton distributed a correspondence (attachment #5) from Mr. Gardiner who was 
excused from the meeting. 

·  Mr. Lateulere announced a first in a series of educational presentations at the Suffolk 
Community College in Selden on January 24, 2008. The speaker is a DEA Agent and will 
be doing a presentation on Meth Labs. The presentation is free for attendance and is 
geared to Fire, EMS and Law Enforcement personnel. Seating is limited to 150 persons 
so pre-registration is required. In March of 2008 there will be another educational 
presentation subject date and time will be announced. 

·  The yearly instructor updates are scheduled for Friday February 29 and Friday March 7, 
2008. 

·  FASNY and the EMS Division are sponsoring an 8 hour Core BLS CME being 
conducted at the Centereach Fire Dept. on February 1, 2008. Registration is required and 
being done on the FASNY website. On February 2, 2008, there will be another BLS 
CME class at Stony Brook which will be non-core 

.   
Legislative – J. McCormack 
  

·  Ms. McCormack stated that her goals for the Committee are to review and make 
appropriate changes to the by-laws and to create a statement of ethics for the Council. 

·  Mr. Stapleton announced that a representative from Legislator Eddington’s office has 
been identified as Robert Colarco. This will help the Council when needing to 
communicate with the Suffolk County Legislature and educate them on the functions of 
the Regional Council.  

 
Budget –  G. Cassara 
 

·  No Report  
 
Resource Needs – B. Blower 
 

·  Mr. Blower commented that the committee will continue to serve the Council in the same 
manner as in the past with an effort to make Public Hearings conducted applicable to the 
areas and locations respectively. 

Nominations Committee- H. Rosenblum 
 

·  Ms. Rosenblum made a brief statement acknowledging that the nature of the committee is 
not to do programs but that the success of the programs begins and ends with the 
productivity of our membership. 

·  Mr. Stapleton stated that he was enacting the Nominations Committee to work with the 
staff in the attendance policies for the Council. 

 
Executive  Committee – E. Stapleton 
 

·  Mr. Stapleton asked all Council members to submit a 100 word description of their 
constituency and be prepared to speak at the March 2008 describing their Constituency in 
a 1 minute presentation. 
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NYS EMS Council Delegate – R. Delagi 
 

·  Mr. Delagi summarized salient points on the December 2007  Delegate’s Report as 
distributed. (attachment # 5). 

·  Mr. Delagi also announced that he had recently been elected as Vice-Chairperson of the 
State Regional Council. 

 
 
Old Business 
 

·  Mr. Stapleton announced that the official publication of the Council, the bank of the 
Council and the meeting schedule for 2008 must be voted on and announced.  

 
The Neighbor News and the Suffolk Life newspapers were presented in a motion as the 
publication for the Council. Motion passed. 
 
The Chase Bank was presented in a motion to be the official bank of the Council. Motion 
passed. 
 
Mr. Tim Glynn, Esq. was presented in a motion to remain as Legal Counsel to the 
Council. Motion passed. 
A discussion followed pertaining to putting out to bid the services for an attorney for the 
Council. Mr. Delagi was asked to research if that was a necessary function for the 
Council to undertake.  

 
New Business 
 

·  The meeting schedule for 2008 were announced as the second Tuesday of every other 
month beginning on January 8, 2008 with the exception being November 18, 2008 falling 
on the third Tuesday. Due to webcasting of the Council meetings, all meetings will be 
held at the EMS office in Hauppauge. 

 
2008 Meeting Schedule 

 
 January 8, 2008   March 11, 2008   May 13, 2008 
 July 8, 2008   September 9, 2008  November 18, 2008 
 

·  Mr. Stapleton suggested that the Executive Committee meet to decide how the process 
for the proposed move of the EMS Division from the Health Department to FRES in a 
draft document to be presented at the March 2008 meeting. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM 

 
 

Next meeting of the Regional Council will be on 
Tuesday March 11, 2008, 7:00PM 

Suffolk County EMS Offices 
Hauppauge, NY  11788 

 
Prepared for the Suffolk Regional EMS Council by Martin Matuza, Recording Secretary. 



ATTACHMENTS TO FOLLOW  
 
Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 
 

EMS DIVISION STAFF REPORT – BY: Bob Delagi, Tom Lateulere & Linda Mermelstein, MD, MPH 
For the REMSCO & REMAC.  November / December 2007 
 
EDUCATION & TRAINING 
 

·  Administered the NY State Practical Skills Examination 76/76 (100%) successfully completed. 
Post exam surveys completed by students are overwhelmingly positive. 

·  Eight (8) new ALS Providers credentialed into the system. 
·  Conducted three (3) PCR Documentation Classes, at the request of agencies, collectively attended 

by 112 providers. 
·  Working with the NY State DOH to develop a Research/CQI component for non-core CME hours 

in effort to offer non-core hours for required CQI activities.  
·  Initiated QI Reviews of nine (9) ALS calls as a result of significant breaches of protocol or 

procedural errors.  
·  Continued offering multiple CME classes, including ACLS, PEPP, Advanced/Difficult Airway, 

Autism Awareness, GEMS, CPAP and 12 Lead EKG, and other non-core subjects. 
·  Added two (2) additional BLS CME Core Rotations on Saturdays. 
·  Added two (2) additional ALS CME Core Rotations on Sundays. 
·  Conducted one (1) daytime ACLS Course. 
·  Opened one (1) additional EMT-B original Class.  
·  Continued planning with representatives of SUNY SB at Southampton College to begin the 

process of establishing a regular teaching site in the Town of Southampton.  
·  Continued working with Peconic Bay Medical Center to become a distribution center for 

controlled substances for participating east end EMS agencies.  
·  Continued working directly with several  agencies to resolve issues stemming from letters of 

complaint.  
·  Currently administering fifteen (15) BLS level courses and three (3) ALS level courses, with a 

collective enrollment of over five hundred (500) volunteers.  
·  Development of an additional five (5) courses is underway and these new courses are slated to 

open over the next several months.   
·  Staff continues to investigate case reviews regarding protocol variances and policy infractions. 
·  Division staff have been conducting site visits to EMT courses at both classroom and clinical sites. 

Student prehospital care reports (PCRs) are being reviewed by staff. 
 
OPERATIONS 

 
·  Participated in a multi-jurisdictional TTE hosted by the 106th Air Rescue Wing, in a coordinating 

role between the local EMS and health care system and the military.  
·  Participated in a multi-jurisdictional TTE hosted by the SCPD and the Plum Island ADC fire 

department and emergency management group, in a coordinating role between the local EMS and 
health care system and the federal Department of Agriculture.  

·  Participated in a multi-jurisdictional TTE hosted by the SCPD and the Bay Shore School District 
in a coordinating role between the local EMS and health care system and school district.  

·  Continue reviewing ischemic chest pain calls for documentation and compliance with the recently 
modified NY State BLS protocol for EMT-Bs giving aspirin and use of 12-lead EKG by 
authorized agencies. This is the annual Program Agency/REMAC Focused QI Study and will 
continue for several months.    

 
continued  
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OPERATIONS – continued. 
 

·  Met with representatives of the Town of Islip Ambulance Chief’s as they seek to: develop a 
constituent organization; address issues with ambulance response within the town; and to develop 
a plan to share costs and services to enhance EMS response within the town. 

·  Attended meetings of the FRES Commission, SEMO, the Regional Trauma Advisory Council 
(RTAC), the Regional Planning Committee (RPC), the REMAC’s protocol Sub Committee 
Meeting, the REMSCO’s Executive Committee, the Joint Terrorism Response Task Force, the 
State EMS Council / State Emergency Medical Advisory Committee (SEMSCO/SEMAC) and the 
REMSCO/REMAC.  

·  Continue reviewing medevac requests and missions in a study, commissioned by the SEMAC and 
SEMSCO, to look at appropriateness of helicopter use. This study will continue for several 
months.    

·  Provided necessary in-service training to upgrade the Stony Brook FD from the basic to the 
advanced level. 

·  The contract with Zoll Data Systems, to develop and implement the Regional EPCR Program, has 
been signed by several required signatories and is making its way through the execution process. 
We expect implementation to begin during the first half of 2008.   

·  Continued efforts underway to meet the requirements of Executive Order #3 – requiring real-time 
webcasting of REMSCO and REMAC meetings, including meeting with Infrastructure Solutions 
(the REMSCO’s website host) and Health Department DOIT Staff.  

·  Continued participation on a statewide committee, convened to establish a NY State CISM 
Response Network.  

·  Provided continued technical support to the Incorporated Village of Saltaire Public Safety 
Department as they seek to become a NY State DOH recognized BLS First Response Agency.  

·  Provided staff support to the REMSCO and the REMAC as needed.  
·  Provided on-site technical support at several incidents, including: hazmat responses; ambulance 

crash; and boat crash.    
·  Provided technical assistance to several agencies that let their CLIA Permit Waivers expire with 

the renewal process.  
 
DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS / DISASTER PREPAREDNESS 
 

·  Division staff continues working with the Fire Academy staff,  FRES staff, and the Suffolk 
County IMAT as planning begins for the 2008 full-scale mobilization and decontamination field 
exercise, where technical rescue, EMS, firefighting, hazardous materials responders, and public 
health officials will mitigate multiple incidents within an event over a multi-day period. The 
Division has solicited the support of the Nassau County and Westchester County EMS Systems as 
part of the overall response.  

·  Continue with the process of planning an exercise, to be held in spring 2008, to activate the 
Regional Health Care Facilities Evacuation Plan, to simultaneously evacuate multiple skilled 
nursing facilities in Suffolk and Nassau Counties.   

·  Working with the NY State DOH to coordinate local training and distribution of state-issued 
AtropenÔ auto-injectors. We expect that we will receive material and training in February, 2008. 

·  Participated in a conference call with representatives of the SEMO, the American Red Cross 
(ARC) and the State DOH in furtherance of the plan to co-locate general and special needs 
shelters.  

·  Received information from the End Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) Network of NY regarding the  
address special needs of patients receiving either hemodialysis or peritoneal dialysis, and worked 
with FRES to plot out locations of facilities and patients related to the storm surge inundation 
zones.   



continued  
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DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS – continued. 
 

·  Notified all EMS agencies in Suffolk County that the full-face air-purifying respirators (APRs) 
distributes, supplied by the NY State Office of Homeland Security (OHS) have been re-called due 
to inability to meet protection factor standards. New APRs are being issued on a one-for-one 
replacement basis, through the Fire Marshal’s Office.  

·  Continue to work with FRES and SCPD to coordinate the FY 2006 & FY 2007 federal/state grant 
process, to provide justifications for spending according to the National Priorities Objectives, 
Investment Justifications (IJ) and to identify future supply and equipment needs to support the 
community health care infrastructure.  

·  Met with FRES, SCPD, and Public Health to continue working plans to establish Points of 
(Medication) Dispensing (POD) for first responders and their families, including soliciting 
suitable locations, and purchasing medications and supplies. 

·  Met with the County Attorney’s Office to review draft Memorandum of Understanding between 
county and hospitals for cooperative services in a disaster, per requirements of the Berger 
Commission Report.    

·  Met with representatives of the DHS and Medical Examiner’s Office in furtherance of the 
planning efforts regarding pandemic influenza and mass burials.  

·  Working with a planning team from DHS to develop a TTE to exercise the department’s response 
to an incident requiring the establishment of Points of Dispensing (PODs).  

·  Co-hosted the bi-county regional educational summit for the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) 
members, attended by over two hundred (200) volunteer licensed medical professional.   

 
 

 
END OF REPORT 
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Attachment 4 

REMAC Report to REMSCO 1/8/087 
 
REMAC met 11/26/07 
 
QI Subcommittee 

�  Presented data on 12 Lead EKG Compliance Study 
�  Study population Medical Control log ischemic chest pain 
�  Increase 12 lead utilization from 50% to 70% from prior data collection 
�  In addition to obtaining a 12 Lead EKG transmission to Medical Control is beneficial, 

however current hardware limitations exist for some agencies 
�  Recommended that Program Agency facilitate evaluation at the Agency level studying all 

ischemic chest pain, both at BLS and ALS level, protocol compliance including, history 
elements,  ASA administration, NTG administration and 12 lead acquisition and transmission 

�  Discussed potential review of helicopter utilization 
�  CPAP utilization from Jan 07-Nov 07  
�  33 cases with improvement in 30, no complications 
�  Increasing number of agencies participating in CPAP Program 
�  Medication Facilitated Intubation (MFI) with Etomid ate utilization; successful intubation 

holding at 75% 
 
Protocol Subcommittee 
 

·  SBUH/LifeStar Protocol in review by Dr. Goodman 
·  Dr. Tarsia has reviewed and provided recommendations on Hunter/EAS protocols.  
·  SVT Protocol printed with lopressor as MCO, diltiazem was removed.  Discussion regarding the 

safety and need to have 2 drugs to treat the same condition. Although there is theoretical concern 
regarding use of a beta blocker in patients with decompensated CHF, COPD and more so with 
asthma. However the concern in the acute setting is unclear. 

·  Guidance provided to Dr. Mermelstein Interim System Medical Director recommending EMD use 
of ASA for patients with CP > 16 in absence of known allergy or obvious GI bleeding 

�  Next REMAC meeting Tuesday, January 22, 2007 at the Dennison Building in Hauppauge 
 

Submitted: Carl S Goodman, DO, FACEP, EMT-P 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 5 
 
 
 
To: Edward Stapleton, Chair, REMSCO 
From: Jay Gardiner, Chair, Education and Training Subcommittee 
 
January 3, 2008 
Unfortunately I cannot attend next weeks meeting of the Council. Please find my report below. I can and 
will be able to deliver a short summary of the committee’s plans at the next meeting, and probably have 
held one meeting of the group prior to that date. 
 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING SUBCOMMITTEE (proposed plans for 2008) 
Strategy: 
Continuously improve our ability to train the diverse numbers of agencies and members who deliver EMS 
services in Suffolk County. 
Tactics: 

1. Plan and deliver a regional conference with an emphasis on “best practices”. Suggested 
areas of emphasis might include :  

a. Improving Response 
b. Designing in-house training  
c. Recruitment and Retention 

 
Ownership: REMSCO members, subcommittee, and solicited volunteer agencies 

 
2. Complete the development of an on-line repository of training tools for the use of the 

various agencies to provide a consistent delivery of the critical teaching elements for 
EMS. 

Ownership: EMS Regional Faculty and EMS Staff 
3. Work with Resource needs committee to develop guidelines for evaluation of educational 

program needs for the county. 

Ownership: Subcommittee 
4. Assist the REMSCO chair as necessary by providing educational tools for the Council 

meetings to improve the group understanding of the EMS environment in Suffolk 
County. 

Ownership : Subcommittee Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


