
This training program also aims to improve the ability of NYS local health officials and first
responders to proactively identify new partners who might serve as valuable resources in
future health emergencies. 

The training includes tabletop exercises, which provide an opportunity to practice the crisis
communication planning skills covered in the training. In these tabletop exercises, participants
will practice decision-making and crisis communication using scenarios that are grounded in
real-world situations or are likely to occur. The exercises are intended to demonstrate the
complexities of crisis communication and emergency response and, therefore, the value of risk
communication planning across the state.

Course Description
The goal of this two-day training program is to help improve the ability of NYS local health 
officials and first responders to communicate effectively to different audiences and coordinate 
with both internal and external stakeholders during infectious disease epidemics or outbreaks, 
and natural disasters. The training will cover techniques in risk and crisis communication, 
strategies for communicating in a crisis, knowing your audience, message design, using social 
media, and controlling misinformation.

Course Objectives
The objectives of this training include:

Learning the principles of health crisis communications, inclusive of communicating in times
of risk, in times of uncertainty, via social media vs. traditional media, and to executive
elected leadership.

Practicing essential crisis communication skills through tabletop exercises.

Practicing decision-making amid uncertainty and urgency.

Learning responsibilities of and coordination across different government offices and
agencies during infectious disease epidemics involving humans, animals, and the
environment, including in general terms how surveillance, monitoring, and reporting is
done, and how information is shared among relevant New York State departments.
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Date/Time: March 10-11, 2026
Check-in: 8:30am-9:00am; Course: 9:00am-4:00pm

Location:



PAGE 2

Please register by clicking HERE.

REGISTER HERE:

Course Provider
This course will be delivered by Cornell Cooperative Extension in collaboration with the
Cornell Center for Pandemic Prevention and Response. The Cornell Cooperative Extension
embeds staff in every county in New York and has developed exceptional relationships with
local municipalities and community organizations. The Cornell Center for Pandemic Prevention
and Response is a program led by the College of Veterinary Medicine and Weill Cornell
Medicine that focuses on research, service, and training for infectious disease emergencies.

Questions
If you have any questions, please contact: Terry.Hastings@dhses.ny.gov

This course is intended for State and local public health officials, first responders, emergency
managers, and other public sector stakeholders involved in public health related
emergencies. The New York State Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Services
(DHSES) reserves the right to determine eligibility for this course.

Cost
There is NO fee for this course. Lunch will be provided. Travel and all other meals are the
responsibility of the course participant.

Lodging

Registration

No Show Policy
Failure to attend a class you have registered for can result in restrict on future course

Target Audience

Lodging will provided the nights of March 10 and 11, 2026 for participating public sector personnel. 

You are eligible for lodging if your residence and official work station are more than 50 miles from 
the SPTC and you are a state or local responder. Lodging is not available for federal employees or 
private sector participants. You must be enrolled in the course and have received lodging 
confirmation from the SPTC before arriving at the Center, or your lodging will not be covered, and 
you will not be allowed in the class. 

you will not be allowed in the class.

https://lmsportal-dhses.ny.gov/AcadisViewer/Registration/PublicEventDetails.aspx?ReturnURL=_______NVJPcHGRijPTtMsubAprkA--(vKUSasdgtwJEScTI0wKTbtlQQkpZ3ipZQfrDlVfL1jkWLgpU_vCpWbAf5q8ybHSmVwICc_8Iq_rsbHNfMoHRK5mt59IgwjCHF9II3ZVp8zNjnZKqGHHzKCBErHZp0QMJ7y.YCJ4I5lGCezzJB7qK9EkHfUtCv7VOAQ8iON21RPBJQwDDklsfixh.CeaufxlLtUGrRbQqdvi059wCaJgzzDj1qYqszEjjzalJbkMTuZub2DvmwfOgHVnat9wtsq7ClRs.7iOX52aH_xNL8oxcow--&id=156488&reg=Y
https://lmsportal-dhses.ny.gov/AcadisViewer/Registration/PublicEventDetails.aspx?ReturnURL=_______C63uwP07Jo2M_JwVwGk6xg--(3B3efoW.miJJkADJwmhmmvlTbxXoV1YaD0n9HpX5mwVZ5wJkZbL704dzpZL2zhQU_WNzLBtrUGFCAYb_aNBfBvycEzxevCq4JpKm3VO6w1loO7.bVp7K7FVqluy_a09gfuzBoSmT.AXdZMRidta8vH7v2sWGjocgspW2Y0_VF1iYZUtORFLOkY42j0z6AB6uNPWoG7nhy39G8i1RIRi6OpJvGWy74HvQmsZdARjFMcQsUNEqUhwn9.S5VgigLDkNOP9ZrHqFvPhVMQd3yzIQSw--&id=167295&reg=Y
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