MEETING SUMMARY
May 14, 2024
Suffolk County EMS, Yaphank, NY 11980
NOTE: This summary is a draft summary until approved at the additional July 9, 2024, meeting.

Members Present: See attendance list, provided as attachment 1.

Meeting opened at 1900hrs with Chairman Manzi presiding. Chairman Manzi led the group in the pledge of allegiance,
followed by a moment of silence. Secretary Hannigan verified that a quorum was present, and official business could be
conducted.

A motion was made by Mr. Marra, seconded by Mr. Franz, to accept the March 12, 2024, Meeting Summary, as posted.
The motion carried.

Executive Officer’s Report — J. Manzi

e Chairman Manzi thanked everyone who worked on and came to the Lateulere Conference, including the
REMSCO members who helped that day and Community Ambulance of Sayville.

e The SEMSCO election is tabled until the July 2024 meeting, pending answers from inquiry with the state.

e Letters will be sent to REMSCO groups to determine which representative seats may be vacant and with whom
the organizations would like to fill them.

e There will be a ceremony and press conference designating EMS Week in Suffolk County with Legislature
Dominick Thorne at South Country Ambulance on Monday, May 20, 2024 at 11 AM.

Vice Chairman’s Report — E. Boyd

Vice Chairman Boyd also thanked everyone for their hard work on the Lateulere Conference.

e The appeal’s timeframe on the CON of Easthampton has ended, no word has come forward of any appeals. The
agency is not due for an inspection (as per NYS Chief Dunleavy) for another year.

e There are no new applications from the Resource Needs Committee for this meeting.

Budget — M. Zender

e The balance in the account is $19,592, waiting on the next reimbursement check from the state. All bills are up to
date, and accounts are in good standing.

e Mr. Manzi reported that REMSCO sent two members to SEMSCO this past month, both were covered by
REMSCO. The representatives sent were Michele Miller and Paul Marra.

Correspondence — Distributed

Correspondence for May 14, 2024, Suffolk REMSCO Meeting

Incoming — date; from whom; subject

3/13/2024 to 5/3/2024; Smithtown Fire District (J. Price), Melville Fire District (S. Dalrymple), Half Hollow Hille Community Library (M.
Hartough), Head Injury Association (G. Baker), Smithtown Center for Rehab & Nursing Care (A. Simmons), Suffolk Y Jewish Community Center
Inc (R. Lewis), Shoreham-Wading River CSD (M. Passamonte), L3 Harris Technologies (C. Goehle), East Farmingdale Vol. Fire Co. (J. Sheehan),
East Moriches UFSD (M. Romano), Seascape Condominium (J. Kneski), Huntington Hills Center for Health and Rehabilitation (J. Simpser),
Moriches Rotary Health Camp (D. Moschello), LI Adventureland, Inc. (P. Gentile), Christ Lutheran Church (J. Maresco), Peconic Lading at
Southold (A. Volinski), Sharon Manufacturing Co Inc (R. Stamm), Quogue Village Police Dept (Sgt. R. Hammel), Dix Hills Soccer Cub (M.
Targett), Devon Yacht Club, Inc (P. Hollmann), iStrechPlus Long Island (L. Testino), Campus Camps (N. Fuci), Raider Youth Football, Lacrosse,
and Cheer (M. Negrin), Southampton Golf Club (D. Aki), Bridgehampton UFSD (J. Harvazinski), Sag Harbor Village Police Department (K.
Anderson), Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (E. Terhune); Notice of Intent to Provide Public Access Defibrillation and Collaborative Agreement
4/3/2024; D. Wayrich; NOIs from the First Quarter.

5/2/2024; Custom Pins; Art mock-up and Quote for CPR Save Award pins.

5/13/2024; M. Presta; Application letter to become member of REMSCO.

Outgoing — date; to whom; subject

3/13/2024 to 5/3/2024; D. Wayrich to Smithtown Fire District (J. Price), Melville Fire District (S. Dalrymple), Half Hollow Hille Community
Library (M. Hartough), Head Injury Association (G. Baker), Smithtown Center for Rehab & Nursing Care (A. Simmons), Suffolk Y Jewish
Community Center Inc (R. Lewis), Shoreham-Wading River CSD (M. Passamonte), L3 Harris Technologies (C. Goehle), East Farmingdale Vol. Fire
Co. (J. Sheehan), East Moriches UFSD (M. Romano), Seascape Condominium (J. Kneski), Huntington Hills Center for Health and Rehabilitation (J.
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Simpser), Moriches Rotary Health Camp (D. Moschello), LI Adventureland, Inc. (P. Gentile), Christ Lutheran Church (J. Maresco), Peconic Lading
at Southold (A. Volinski), Sharon Manufacturing Co Inc (R. Stamm), Quogue Village Police Dept (Sgt. R. Hammel), Dix Hills Soccer Cub (M.
Targett), Devon Yacht Club, Inc (P. Hollmann), iStrechPlus Long Island (L. Testino), Campus Camps (N. Fuci), Raider Youth Football, Lacrosse,
and Cheer (M. Negrin), Southampton Golf Club (D. Aki), Bridgehampton UFSD (J. Harvazinski), Sag Harbor Village Police Department (K.
Anderson), Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (E. Terhune); confirmation letter of receipt of Notice of Intent to Provide Public Access
Defibrillation and Collaborative Agreement

4/17/2024; J. Hannigan to REMSCO membership; form letters in support of legislative bills S5000/A4077, S8486/A9102, S6630/A6274,
S7286/A7524 and asking SEMSCO to reconsider the sun-setting of the EMT-CC.

4/19/2024; via mail to Dir. Greenberg; REMSCO asks SEMSCO to reconsider the sun-setting of the EMT-CC

4/19/2024; via mail to Dir. Greenberg and NYS Commissioner of Health; REMSCO supports legislative bills S5000/A4077, S8486/A9102,
S6630/A6274, S7286/A7524

5/1/2024; J. Hannigan to Custom Pins, request for mock-up and quote for CPR Save Award pins.

5/1/2024; J. Hannigan to 1800flowers.com; order flowers for Cammann Family Celebration of Life Ceremony on 5/11/2024.

5/7/2024; J. Hannigan to Custom Pins; ordered new CPR Save Awards that can be worn on Class A uniforms.

End of May 14, 2024, Correspondence

Suffolk County EMS Division Staff Reports — Dr. Winslow / P. Marra/ D. Wayvrich

e Dr Winslow reported the following:

o The meetings of the State EMS Councils were held on May 6th to 8th in Troy NY. A full report on all the
meetings of State Council was written and submitted to the REMSCO Secretary by Dina Wayrich
representing the Suffolk County Program Agency (attachment 2). Dr. Winslow thanks Dina for all her
work on Program Agency, and Jen Hannigan for all her work as both REMSCO and REMAC Secretaries.

o The major highlights from State Council were:

*  There will be a few new EMS protocols that will go into effect on July 1, 2024 and there will be
discussion and educational materials developed by the Suffolk County REMAC in the next few
weeks to provide an update to the providers. There is a new MOLST policy and a new Hospice
protocol, and some other minor changes and updates. The changelogs for the ALS and the BLS
protocols are up on the NYS DOH website and all EMS providers are encouraged to review the
updates.

= There was a lot of discussion about EMS workforce recruitment and retention initiatives and
updates and changes to the Part 800 educational regulations. There was also discussion about the
length of time that State Council members take to become vetted, and the State is working on
making that process move faster. There were just enough vetted members present to have a
quorum for the SEMAC.

= The proposed changes to Article 30 in the Governor’s Budget under Part V were removed in their
entirety so there are no new statuary changes to Article 30 at this time. There is legislation from
Senator Meyer and Assemblyman Otis on supporting EMS as an essential service that is currently
under discussion in the New York State Assembly and there are a few other bills regarding
increasing EMS reimbursement from State Medicaid. Dr. Winslow recommends viewing the
NYS Volunteer Ambulance and Rescue Association webpage and for a more thorough and
detailed description; or view the New York State Association of Counties webpage under the
EMS heading and they are all listed and discussed.

e  Mr. Marra reported the following on Operations:

o Mass gathering permits are coming in and being evaluated: Bald Hill, Great South Bay Music Fest.,
Murphy Run, Palm Tree Festival.

o County is continuing to monitor the uptick in ambulance accidents.

o Bariatric patients have become a challenge, the Division is currently reviewing options to assist in this
problem. There are currently only two in the county. Mr. Marra stated that he is working on perhaps
implementing County BLS Bariatric Ambulances, that would also be available to assist with regular call
volume. Mr. Pelicone reported that Northwell is building a new bariatric ambulance, and he is certain that
it will be made available to assist in the county.

o Agency Liaison forms should be completed and submitted to the division as soon as possible, if you need
a blank form, please email Deputy Chief Keegan.



O

Page 3 of 12

May 14, 2024
Suffolk County EMS, Yaphank, NY 11980

Division is participating in tabletop exercises in the next few months, specifically active shooter and
radiation exposures.

Agencies, please continue to be vigilant in expirations for Operating Certificates, Limited Lab
Certificates, and Controlled Substances. If agencies would like assistance with any of their certificates,
please email Deputy Chief Keegan.

Public Health Plan updates will be emailed out to REMSCO tomorrow by Chief Marra.

e Mr. Marra reported the following on Education:

O

o

Tom Lateulere Conference was a success with 104 registrants, thank you to all that assisted and attended,
next year’s Conference is scheduled for April 26, 2025.

The Division has seven classes running, including a recently completed refresher, and one Rapid EMT
Original “Summer Class” Mondays and Wednesdays will be starting on June 3, 2024.

ABC Courses will resume in the fall, Division will be offering an AHA BCLS Instructor Course June
25th and 27th from 7pm to 10pm, and attendance is required for both sessions. Thank you to Patty
Manfredonia for her work on this class and the last class that graduated 32 making 291 instructors.
Agency CME Coordinators must review provider packets prior to making an appointment with SCEMS.
The suggested timeline is ninety days prior to expiration. If under sixty days, providers will be required to
bring a forty-five-day letter from the agency.

In the CC to Paramedic Bridge Program, Suffolk has four students from Cohort Ten taking PSE and
Written in June 2024, no students in Cohort Eleven, and seven registered for Cohort Twelve. Cohort
Thirteen starts in October, and registration opens July 8, 2024.

Protocol changes will be effective July 1, 2024, and are on the state website. Please take a moment to
review.

BLS 12 lead currently has sixty-seven agencies with seven in progress.

BLS CPAP currently has fifty-eight agencies with three in progress.

A question was asked on the dates for the new Online ALS CME, Mr. Marra will inquire, but he hopes it
will be online soon.

e Ms. Wayrich reported the following on Program Agency:

O

O

The state is looking to fund two Paramedic Original Students per region for a max reimbursement of
$10,000 per student.

Five pilot programs are available and can be found on the state website. These include pilot educational
programs and the BLS Igel Supraglottic Airway Pilot Program.

Reminder to REMSCOs to announce award submissions for State EMS Awards, which can be found on
the REMSCO website.

At the meeting, there was a presentation from MLREMS on Pediatric Medication Safety Quality
Improvement and Prehospital Stroke Recognition.

There was discussion on several proposed Part 800 changes, including extending time given to take NYS
cognitive exam, allowing additional attempts at the NYS cognitive exam, reciprocity, increasing state
certifications to forty-eight months, and removal of references to the EMT-CC. There is no timeline yet
as to when these changes will go into effect.

Communications and Technology- G. Miniutti

e  Mr. Miniutti reported that he had nothing to report.

Performance Improvement — B. Talmage

e Mr. Talmage reported that he has nothing to report

Nominations Committee — S. Slovensky

e Mr. Slovensky reported that seven positions are up for election in 2024. He will be sending out notifications.
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Mr. Manzi stated that the Nominations Committee should consist of five members, but only has two (Mr.
Slovinsky and Mr. Pelicone) and interested parties should contact Mr. Manzi or Mr. Boyd.

REMAC — Dr. Marshall for Dr. Acosta (excused)

Dr. Marshall reported that there are twelve regional agencies that have applied to and/or are already participating
in the BLS Igel Pilot Program. There is currently no anticipated end date, and interested parties should email their
application to Jennifer.hannigan@suffolkcountyny.gov for regional signatures, not directly to HVREMSCO.
Changes to the Collaborative Protocols are on the NYS website and go into effect July 1, 2024. There is also a log
of all the changes that were made.

Suffolk County will not be authorizing the administration of IV Nitroglycerine with the new protocols.

There will be two policy updates within the region, one is the use of IV antibiotics for open fractures with
prolonged extrication times and a policy that allows ALS providers to transfer care to a BLS provider after
acetaminophen or ibuprofen has been administer for pain relief or fever, provided that no further need for ALS
care is suspected.

Dr. Winslow reminded the region that Suffolk County does not use suboxone; additionally, nalmefine has been
removed from the state formulary.

Legislative — R. Franz

Mr. Franz reported the approved Governor’s Budget 24/25 & Legislation budget did not include various proposed
legislation for EMS. Apparently, the legislature would like to see various EMS initiatives become law via the
legislative process with stand-alone bills. As previously reported, there are several stand-alone bills pending in the
legislature for which council members are encouraged to email letters to state legislators to support these bills. A
copy of REMSCO’s template for support of local legislative package was emailed to everyone April 17, 2024.
Bill # S5000 (May) / A4077 (Lupardo) that would remove EMS services from the real property tax cap to reduce
barriers to EMS funding. A copy of Chief Gregory Miglino’s letter to Senator Rachel May is available this
evening.

Bill # S8486 (Hinchey) / A9102 (Kelles) that would establish a mechanism within the Medicaid Fee Schedule to
provide reimbursement to EMS agencies and telemedicine providers for treatment-in-place and transport to
alternate destinations.

Bill # S6630 (Mannion) / A6274 (Barrett) that allows volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers to claim both
state income and local property tax credits.

Bill # S7286 (Martinez) / A7524 (Thiele) that increases the volunteer firefighters and ambulance workers personal
income tax credit from $200 to $800 for eligible individuals

Bill # S4020 (Mayer) / A3392 (Otis) that designates EMS as an essential service and allows special taxing
districts to be created to fund EMS.

A copy of the NYSVARA'’s legislative committee email to support various Federal bills via the NAEMT online
legislative service is available this evening for your action.

Chief Gregory Miglino of South Country Ambulance and two other members of his squad were in Troy, NY last
Tuesday and Greg spoke against the sunset of EMT-CC at the SEMSCO meeting and answered several related
questions. Letters were also sent to Ryan Greenberg and Mike McEvoy.

Mr. Manzi asked Chief Gregory Miglino to speak on his trip upstate to voice objection the sunset of the EMT-CC.
His discussion can be viewed on the NYS website.

Mr. Pelicone asked if Suffolk REMSCO will be helping SCPD with the implementation of Geo’s Law, which
authorizes certain law enforcement officers and firefighters to possess and administer epinephrine by use of an
epinephrine auto-injector device. Both Suffolk County PD representatives are excused, and follow up is needed.

Bylaws- J. Atkinson

Nothing to report.
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Public Information- P. Cammann

The 2023 REMSCO Award deadline was extended to May 25, 2024. Please get submissions in soon.
The CPR Award ceremony will take place in October, as there are only ten awards pending. New pins were
purchased that can be worn on uniforms.

Old Business

None.

New Business

Mr. Marra asks that REMSCO purchase plaque frames for awards. Th small plastic frames currently used are
easily broken and nicer ones are needed. He made a motion to purchase sixty of these plaques, costing
approximately $900. Mr. Pelicone seconded the motion, and it passed without opposition.

Mr. Marra requests that REMSCO purchase new scantron machines to replace the old Zip Scanners. Mr. Atkinson
made a motion to set the limit to $1,500 for these machines. This was seconded by Mr. Marra, and passed without
opposition.

Mr. Marra stated that REMSCO set aside $500 for Community Outreach and Education, and requests that money
be used for pool safety signs, Vials of Life, or whatever else REMSCO would like to purchase. Discussion
ensued, it was decided to look into either producing a pool safety PSA over the radio or News Channel 12, or the
purchase of water watcher whistles.

Mr. Edouard reported that a standalone ED will be opening in East Hampton, notifications to the system are
pending. It will be a 911 receiving ED.

Mr. Presta brought attention to resource management issues within the county. There were specific examples
given, and the issue was discussed. Both Stony Brook and Northwell representatives offered help to the system.
The mutual aid contracts are to be reviewed, and the issue will be brought to FRES as well. Mr. Presta also
sparked discussion on dispatch procedures and delays in patient care. Agencies are urged to review their internal
policies; FRES will also look internally, and the issue will be brought up at next week’s FRES meeting.

Thank you to NYU and Michele Miller for the refreshments at the meeting.

Mr. Hoffiman thanked the county for continued support of the MSU program, data shows clear improvement in
patient care because of the program. Data will be provided and sent to REMSCO Membership. Additionally,
Bayshore Ambulance thanks all the agencies that helped with their operations while they mourned the loss of their
member, Bryant Ortiz.

Mr. Presta reminded the group of the showing of Honorable But Broken: EMS In Crisis, an EMS documentary
that will be shown July 11, 2024 at 6 PM at Theatre Three in Port Jefferson Village. Admission is free.

The next meeting is July 9, 2024, at 7 PM.

There being no further business to come before the council, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Slovinsky, seconded by
Mr. Cammann, at 2020 hrs.

Next meeting of the Suffolk Regional EMS Council will be on
Tuesday, July 9, 2024

7:00 PM

Suffolk County EMS, 360 Yaphank Ave., Yaphank, NY 11980

ATTACHMENTS TO FOLLOW

Prepared for the Suffolk Regional EMS Council by Jennifer Hannigan, Executive Secretary.
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Program Agency

e Looking to fund two Paramedic Original Students per region for a max
reimbursement of $10k per student.
e Five pilot programs available on the BEMSATS website.
o Pilot Educational Programs
o BLS iGel Supraglottic Airway Pilot Program
e Reminderto REMSCO’s to announce award submissions for State EMS Awards.

e MLREMS presentation on Pediatric Medication Safety Quality Improvement and
Prehospital Stroke Recognition

e Discussion on several proposed Part 800 changes including: extending time given to
take NYS cognitive exam, allowing additional attempts at the NYS cognitive exam,
reciprocity, increasing state certifications to 48 months, and removal of references
to the EMT-CC. No timeline yet as to when these changes will go into effect.

Finance

e Please spend all the money allocated to your REMSCO.
e Discussion on moving time frame to take state exam from one year to two.
e Increase of reimbursement to medic originals from $1500 to $2200.

Education and Training

e Four new policy statements on the BEMSATS website
o State Basic Life Support Protocol Change Log V.24.0 Effective 07.01.2024
o Collaborative Protocol Change Log V.24.0 Effective 07.01.2024
o EMS Course Requirements for Hazmat Response Education
o EMS Instructor Certification Requirements and Process

e CME submissions are coming in at an overwhelming rate and will continue to in
2024 and 2025 because of extensions given out during COVID so cards will be
delayed, see BEMSATS website for turn around time. To try and keep the pace, the
public portal will be modified to accept only one single submission at a time.

e PSI surveys students fill out at the end of their state exam showing “excellent”
satisfaction ratings. 97% reported no or very little issues. 2.5% reported not
satisfied at all. 19% of remote testers reported major issues. Most PSl issues are
actually course sponsor issues like incorrect email addresses.

e EMTCC sunset passed through SEMSCO. 63 candidates in current cohort (more
than in the last three combines) with a lot of interest for October. Next cohort
begins October 17", registration opens July 8.

e Statewide provider count from BEMSATS taking out data from providers that hold
multiple certifications ~89, 300 currently certified providers in NYS. Most are
recertifying using CME, refresher enrollment noticeably down.

o NYS BEMSATS website will be updated to include listings of all Paramedic Original
programs in NYS.



Legislative

Systems

Safety

Quality Metrics

See https://www.nysac.org/issues/public-safety/ and
https://nysvara.org/ourAgenda.html for current legislative bills relating to EMS.

Discussion on CON’s and how most recent White Paper states Agencies should be
responding to at least 80% of their alarms.

Presentation by MHANYS on the HERO (Helping Every Responder Overcome)
Program.

Policy on the reduction of the use of lights and sirens looking to go out to public
comment before September.

Discussion on 24 hour shifts, looking at provider fatigue guidelines, looking to put
together a “best practice” paper for the September meeting.

Discussion on QAQI, sending surveys out to Program Agencies to ensure QAQI is
non-punitive and being done within NYS guidelines.

Testing on the ESO transition to 3.5 will begin this week, Sansio looking to do their
transition also in stages. Image trend will move over the course of the next three to
four weeks. Everything must be completed by June 30™ the latest. They (the
agencies) will be accountable with issues in transmission to state.

Discussion on BLS iGel reports data reporting is improving, many IT difficulties have
been corrected. There have been a total of 243 uses in NYS, 11 of which in Nassau
County, none in Suffolk County.

Innovations and Research

Med Standards

Discussion on Daniel’s Law https://www.danielslawny.org/ a task force has been
created.

NYS Rescue Task Force Protocols updated using equipment and recommendations
form the TCCC guidelines.

Discussion to add “ground” to the blood transportation/administration assembly bill
5789.

Lengthy discussion on Naloxone vs. Nalmefene. The committee concluded that
Nalmefene is not a safe medication for use by EMS at this time.



SEMAC

SEMSCO

Looking to update NYS Policy 12-01 to include all assisted medications.
All agencies please complete your Emspedsready.org survey.
Credentialing workgroup is paused awaiting legal clarification.

Received correspondence from Mountain Lakes REMSCO as well as South Country
Ambulance to reconsider the early termination of the EMT-CC.

Working with the National EMS Management System to get an FTO class together.
Motions for program agency budget, 1 year pilot program to fund Paramedic
students, increase in Paramedic reimbursement rate, and fully fund NYS
participation in CARES cardiac arrest data programs all passed.

Discussion on EMT-CC sunset by Chief Miglino of South Country Ambulance with
some questions and clarifications from Don DuValle.
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